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PicaPERFORMANCE + OBJECT
Webster’s Spanish-English dictionary
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Pica is an ongoing performance the artist 
began back in 2009 a few weeks after arriving 
to the U.S. Every day she sits down in front 
of her English/Spanish dictionary and selects 
an English word; then, she cuts it and eats it.

In a very intimate gesture, through the 
repetition of the same act in time, she 
committed to swallowing the entire 
dictionary and to digest the implications 
of being a native Spanish-speaker in the U.S. 
Therefore, she not only attempts to embody 
the English language and to remove its 
artificiality and foreignness, but to ironically 
follow the lessons from Oswald de Andrade’s 
Manifesto Antropófago, in which he states that 
the best way to absorb the disparate, uneven, 
chaotic, and voluptuous reality of another 
culture is not to imitate or resist it “but to 
eagerly absorb, to eat, to swallow it whole”.

Pica: a behavior beyond accepted cultural traditions, con-
sisting of constant (i.e. for more than one month) inges-
tion of inedible substances, which are inappropriate for 
that developmental stage or age (American Psychiatric 
Association, 1994 DMS IV).
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